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Mapping Sewage Flows in the
Gowanus Canal after Sandy flood
damages - the sequel
By eymund-diegel
Created 12/19/2012 - 00:27
A follow up on an earlier Research
Post on Gowanus Canal sewer levels
photographed by Grassroots Mappers :
2012 15 December - view of unusual
milky discolorations and flow patterns in
Gowanus Canal waters. The Gowanus
Dredgers Canoe Club and the Gowanus
Canal Conservancy have been mapping
fresh water inflows from historic streams,
such as the darker inflow spot that can be
seen in the above photo at the First Street
Basin e-waste landfill (tree area at bottom
of balloon aerial)
As part of the New Y ork City’s commitment
to the new Sewage Right to Know Law passed
in June 2012, Grassroots Mappers followed
up on observed milky plumes seen on aerial
balloon photographs taken of the Gowanus
Canal waters, a heavily
polluted federal
Superfund site in
Brooklyn.
T he New York City
Department of
Environmental
Protection
responded
promptly to
community
inquiries within 24
hours.
Question posed to
New York City
Department of
Environmental
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Protection:
At the 5 December
Water Quality meeting,
the New Y ork State
Department of Environmental Conservation told the public that New Y ork City’s Department of Environmental Protection had
notified them of a major sewer spill into Canal waters, due to the 29 October Sandy flood damage that disabled the Flushing T unnel
temporary pump station.
Is neighborhood's sewage is still flowing directly into the Canal 6 weeks after the flood damage event?
T he Department of Environmental Protection’s Response:
No, the neighborhood’s sewage is not still flowing directly into the Canal. As a result of loss of power due to the
failure of a ConEd transformer, and damaged sustained to the pumping station’s generator during the storm, the Gowanus Pumping
Station was offline for approximately 33 hours between 10/30/12 at 6:30 AM and 10/31/12 at 3:25 PM. It took a little over 1/2
hour to pump down the sewer system and the overflow to cease - the overflow ended at approximately 4pm. While offline,
approximately 13MG of bypass discharged into the Canal.
Please remember many areas of the City were still shut down on 10/30 and it was difficult to get contractors to the site. Some
investigative work was performed on 10/30 and the temporary repair work was performed on 10/31. DEP was able to connect a
pump to the generator and restore pumping by 10/31. T his required constant monitoring as the pump was being operated
manually. A few days later, DEP was able to restore power and automatic controls to both pumps. However, as of today, DEP is still
operating off of generator power as ConEd power has not yet been restored.
Please see the press release that DEP issued on 11/3 for additional information about pumping stations and wastewater treatment
plants affected by Hurricane Sandy: http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/press_releases/12-86pr.shtml.
New Y ork City Department of Environmental Protection
Community Relations
A enterococcus (sewer poop) lab sample
of Gowanus Canal’s Citizens Water
Quality monitoring program by the River
Project. Gowanus Canal water sample’s
regularly exceed the lab’s capabilities to
monitor maximum pollution levels
(>24,000 colony forming units of
enterococcus per 100 milliliter.)
Some notes from the Grassroots Mappers on the
Gowanus Dredgers canoes:
T he milky floating sediments observed on the
Canal by Grassroots Mappers where flowing out
from the head of the Canal with the outgoing
tide.
T here had been no heavy rains in the prior week.
Heavy rain is the primary cause of the averaged
1.5 million gallons a day of diluted sewage the
Canal receives.
A possibility is that what is being observed are
bacterial blooms from residual sewage, rather
than freshly discharging sewage.
Similar bacteria blooms have been observed on
Newtown Creek, another heavily polluted New
Y ork City site. T here, the whole water column
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was milky, and in this case, as can be observed
from the wake left by the canoes, only the
surface waters of the Canal seem affected by the
milky substance.

All tags:
gowanus plume
milky canoe

sewage

sandy

Login or register to tag items
Tweet

0

Source URL (retrieved on 06/19/2013 - 18:17): http://publiclaboratory.org/notes/eymund-diegel/12-182012/mapping-sewage-flows-gowanus-canal-after-sandy-flood-damages-sequel

3

